
 
 

 

 
 
Course Description 
For more than two centuries, education in the United States has been an issue of significant public 
concern and the focus of numerous policy efforts intended to shape the purposes and practices of the 
nation’s schools. Today, the role of government in education remains a topic of fierce public debate, 
dueling policy approaches, and competing ideologies. This course will introduce students to perennial 
and emerging issues in K12 education policy and will develop students’ abilities to examine, analyze and 
critique education policies, education policy-making, and education policy implementation. The course 
will explore the public and private purposes of education and education policy in the U.S., the past, 
present, and future design and structure of education delivery systems, and the ongoing and emerging 
challenges and opportunities facing education policy makers, analysts and advocates. Topics of study 
will include: the role of government in shaping the nature and content of schooling and ensuring quality 
and equitable access; how school and school systems are funded, governed and operated; and the 
policy implications of ongoing educational and economic inequality, expanded school choice, and new 
technology for learning. 
 
Instructor Bio 
Parker Baxter is Director of the Center for Education Policy Analysis at SPA. Previously, he was Director 
of Knowledge at the National Association of Charter School Authorizers (NACSA) where he was 
responsible for identifying and disseminating effective practices for charter school authorization and 
oversight and assisting authorizers in developing their expertise. Parker is also a Senior Research 
Affiliate at the Center on Reinventing Public Education where he previously served as Senior Legal 
Analyst working on the District-Charter Collaboration Compact Project and the Portfolio District Project. 
Prior to his work at NACSA, Parker served as Assistant Superintendent and the Executive Director of 
the Office of Parental Options at the Louisiana Department of Education and as Director of Charter 
Schools for Denver Public Schools. Parker was also an aide to Senator Edward M. Kennedy on the 
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, where he worked on issues related to the No Child 
Left Behind Act and Head Start, and assisted in the formation and passage of the Higher Education 
Access Act. Parker has a Juris Doctor from New York University School of Law and a Masters in Public 
Management and Policy from NYU’s Wagner School of Public Service. 
 
For More Information 
parker.baxter@ucdenver.edu 
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