
Policy and Advocacy Intern 

Organization:  Colorado Academy of Family Physicians 
  
Reports to: Director of Policy & Government Relations  

About the Colorado Academy of Family Physicians:  

Founded in 1948, the Colorado Academy of Family Physicians represents over 2,200 physicians 
and medical students. It is the only medical society devoted solely to primary care. Its mission is 
to serve as the bold champion for Colorado’s family physicians, patients, and communities 
through education and advocacy. To learn more about the CAFP, please visit the website at 
www.coloradoafp.org.  

Internship Summary:  The CAFP Policy Internship is an exciting and dynamic opportunity to 
learn about and improve the healthcare system in Colorado. In addition to learning about the 
legislative process, you will have opportunities to research current issues in healthcare policy, 
track and advise on state legislation impacting family medicine and primary care, and interact 
with family physicians and healthcare advocates in the state. A longer-term project that meets 
your interests can be arranged to add to a professional portfolio for future employment 
opportunities. You will also learn and deploy various advocacy tools to influence state 
policymakers in the legislature and state agencies. Specific topics covered include:  

• Primary care physician workforce in Colorado  
• Medicaid program financing  
• The financing and delivery of primary care through Patient-Centered Medical Homes  
• State legislative process and agency rulemaking at the Colorado Division of Insurance, 

Medical Board, and Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment  
• Payment reform in public and private insurance markets  
• Public health policy issues such as vaccines, tobacco prevention and control, prescription 

drug abuse and obesity 
 

Responsibilities: 
 

• Assist with recruiting physicians to serve as Doctor of the Day at the Colorado Capitol  
• In collaboration with the Director of Policy & Government Relations, research and 

analyze proposed legislation, proposed agency rules, and emerging healthcare policy 
issues  

• Collect data and information that may inform CAFP projects, positions and strategy  
• Draft blogs, memos, infographics and other materials on CAFP policy priorities  
• Assist in collecting input from CAFP members on key public policy priorities  
• Support fundraising efforts of the CAFP Political Committee and Small Donor 

Committee  
• When available, attend events, presentations and meetings in the community to learn 

about current issues  



Qualifications:  

• An interest in public policy, public health, and/or medicine. Knowledge of healthcare and 
public health policy issues is preferred  

• Effective writing, research, and interpersonal communication skills are critical  
• We are looking for candidates excited to learn and gain experience in a fast-paced and 

dynamic environment, with the motivation to make a difference in the lives of family 
physicians and their patients  

 Additional Information  

Internship hours are flexible and can be met through a combination of remote and in-office 
experience. Ideal candidates will be able to commit 10-15 hours per week and CAFP will work 
with the intern to receive school credit if desired. 
Compensation – this internship is unpaid but will provide many opportunities for professional 
development, networking, and learning  
Candidates will ideally be available through the Colorado legislative session ending in May, 
2017  

 Please submit all application materials to CAFP Director of Policy & Government Relations – 
ryan@coloradoafp.org 


